
Volcanic bombs, lava fields  and even 
traces of plant fossils can be seen if going in the 
Densuş–Răchitova area, at the House of Volcanoes.

volcanic
rocks

Dinosaur bones, nests and eggs 
have been found near Tuştea and on the Sibişlel 
valley. Don’t imagine that once there, you will see 
dinosaur fossils at every step. If you wish to see 
some of the fossils, they are exhibited at the House 
of Science and Art and House of Dwarf Dinosaurs.

dinosaur 
fossils

White walls of limestone shaped in 
spectacular cliffs and gorges can be discovered in 
the Strei and Civadia gorges.

limestone

Granite boulders  brought down from the 
Retezat Mountains can be seen on Râu Mare and 
Sibişel valleys, especially at the House of Stones.

granite
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once upon a time... 
in Haţeg Country

Ha ţ e g  C o u n t r y  D i n o s a u r s  G e o p a r k
U N E S C O  G l o b a l  G e o p a r k

Poveşti în piatră
D e s c o p e r ă  Ţ a r a  H a ţ e g u l u i

Discover...

Haţeg Country was a tropical island where 
crocodiles, flying reptiles and dwarf dinosaurs lived 
together. Why dwarf? Because they had to adapt 
to a life with little sources of food; in millions of 
years they have become much smaller than their 
relatives from the neighboring continent. 

70 
Million 

years ago

Volcanoes of the island were throwing stones 
and filling the air with dark clouds of ash while 
lava was burning all in its way down.

72 
Million 

years ago

Deep in the Earth, molten magma cooled down 
slowly and formed a strong rock called granite. 320 

Million 
years ago

A part of the Haţeg Country was covered with the 
waters of a tropical sea and on the bottom, shells 
and dead corals were being deposited in strata 
that over time turned into rigid limestone blocks.

145 
Million 

years ago

Stories in stone
D i s c o v e r  t h e  H a ţ e g  C o u n t r y
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Volcanoes spitting stones and ash have been exhausted 
tens of millions of years ago. Today, burned rocks, lava fields 
and volcanic bombs make you think at the ancient times 
when rains of stone and ash would scare the crocodiles, 
giant flying reptiles and dinosaurs that lived in those places.

The story of giant animals that lived tens of millions of 
years ago has been preserved in the layers of the rock 
till nowadays. And, as soon as the people first found 
dinosaur bones and skulls, they started to believe that 
giants have lived there. Thus, the local legends were 
born even before the name “dinosaur” was invented.

Hard rocks like limestone and granite formed over 
millions of years of the Earth’s transformations.  Later 
on, air has modelled the granite in round shapes and 
the water dissolved the limestone in laces of stone 
and steep cliffs.

Limestone is milky white and it has a lot of cracks. 
Granite is white with lots of black spots and crystal glitters. 

Volcanic rocks are dark and look like burned stone
Clays bearing fossils are red and crumbly. In rainy days the 

colour is more intense and looks like a sticky mud.

Lava fields, Densuş - Ştei Outcrops with dinosaur fossils, Sibişel ValleyLimestone cliffs, Crivadia Gorges Granite boulders, 
Sibişel Valley

Dinosaur bone, Tuştea

Volcanic rock Clay Limestone Granite
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